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Appendix 1

DRAFT Cumbria County Council response to the consultation on the NDA 
Business Plan 2018 – 2021

1. Introduction

1.1 Cumbria County Council welcomes the opportunity to consider the proposed 
activities of the NDA and its specialist subsidiaries. The importance of the 
nuclear sector in Cumbria, and the importance of Cumbria to the UK’s energy 
and nuclear policy objectives, is significant and, therefore, it is vital that the 
local community has the chance to influence the activities which have a direct 
impact on everyday life in the county.

1.2 The next 3 years and beyond are particularly significant as decommissioning 
activity progresses and key milestones are achieved, the issue of nuclear 
waste and how it is managed in the future becomes more pressing, and the 
UK’s new nuclear programme progresses with the planned site at Moorside.

1.3 This response focuses on a small number of issues of particular significance 
to the Council and to Cumbria.

2. Impact on the local economy

2.1 Firstly, the Council very much welcomes the proposals to support Small and 
Medium Enterprise organisations and wishes to see this activity progress at 
an accelerated rate over the next 3 years, and the focus very much on local 
enterprises where possible. Whilst Cumbria’s unparalleled history in respect 
of the nuclear industry in the UK and internationally has meant that Cumbrian 
businesses have developed world-leading expertise in nuclear and advanced 
manufacturing sectors, the supply chain for the nuclear industry in Cumbria is 
much wider than that.

2.2 The range of goods and services required to support the local nuclear sites 
and the staff that work on them has major implications for the local economy, 
and provides significant potential for growth in a wide range of sectors.

2.3 It is vital that the NDA’s future plans build on this and maximise the 
opportunities for local businesses. Priorities for investment should include 
supply chain development across sectors as well as specific support to local 
research & development capacity and the innovation capability of local 
businesses which have significant potential for export. This support to grow 
exports is necessary to deliver on the government’s ambitions set out in its 



2

Industrial Strategy. This will also be important in progressing the 
implementation of the UK’s new Industrial Strategy and the emerging Nuclear 
Sector Deal.

3. Planning for the future

3.1 The Draft Business Plan sets out the key milestones in terms of 
decommissioning of sites and closure of facilities. It would be expected that, 
as this process hits its key milestones over the coming months and years and, 
recognising the unique role of the Sellafield site in terms of decommissioning 
and storage and of the Low Level Waste Repository near Drigg in the future, 
the NDA’s expenditure plans will adapt to recognise the shift of spend to sites 
in Cumbria as other facilities close and other sites meet decommissioning 
milestones.

3.2 The landmark achievements taking place over the next 3 years across the 
estate set out in the Draft Plan will have significant implications for key sites, 
and the Sellafield site in particular. It will be important to have clarity at the 
earliest opportunity on the future workforce planning implications of the 
transition of operations.

3.3 The reference in the Draft Business Plan to collaboration with NuGen in 
respect of the Moorside site is welcomed and recognises the unique role of 
Cumbria in all elements of the nuclear industry. It is important that the nuclear 
sector works with the relevant transport authorities to ensure the cumulative 
infrastructure implications of short and longer-term investments are 
understood and mitigated for the 3 key nuclear sites in West Cumbria. A site-
by-site approach to infrastructure requirements is not satisfactory in an area 
on which the nuclear industry relies so heavily. 

3.4 A joined-up approach by the nuclear industry, the County Council and 
government is essential to ensuring that Cumbria’s infrastructure can meet 
the demands of the nuclear industry and this should be reflected very strongly 
in the emerging Nuclear Sector Deal. For example, improvements to the 
capacity and resilience of the Cumbrian Coastal Railway are urgently required 
to support the development of new nuclear capacity at the Moorside site as 
well as facilitate the safe, secure and reliable movement of nuclear materials 
across the country.

3.5 There is a lack of clarity in the NDA’s plans in respect of medium and longer-
term solutions to the storage and disposal of waste. It is vital that clarity on 
these issues is provided at the earliest opportunity to ensure safety and 
security are maintained, the movement of radioactive waste from site to site is 
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effective and well-planned, and that the infrastructure that will be needed to 
support future solutions can be put in place at the right time. The unique role 
of sites in Cumbria in respect of storage of existing nuclear waste and the 
proposals included in the Draft Business Plan mean that clarity on 
government and NDA plans is more important to the people of this area than 
any other in the UK.

3.6 The reference to the UK policy on delivering a Geological Disposal Facility 
(GDF) and the associated planning assumptions are noted. In further 
developing this policy, it is important that timescales are made clear and that 
interim and/or alternative solutions are robustly considered and put in place 
where necessary to ensure safety and security in respect of high level waste.

3.7 It will also be important to take into consideration the development control 
implications of future proposals in terms of storage of nuclear waste and these 
will need to be factored into planned timescales.

4. Engagement

4.1 Lastly, the Council would like to re-emphasise the importance to the 
government and the NDA and its associated bodies of ensuring meaningful 
engagement with local communities is central to nuclear activities and future 
planning. It is local areas that experience the biggest impact of activities on 
nuclear sites in terms of local infrastructure, the local economy, and, most 
importantly, safety.

4.2 The delivery of the Business Plan must fully reflect the duties of the NDA, as 
set out in legislation, to carry out and support activities which benefit relevant 
local communities economically, socially and environmentally. As part of this, 
we request that the NDA works collaboratively with us on the development of 
its new socio-economic policy to ensure alignment of local objectives and 
promote joined-up working to maximise the benefits for local communities and 
the local economy.

4.3 The Council looks forward to continuing engagement with the NDA and 
partners as the Business Plan for the next 3 years is finalised and progress is 
made in the decommissioning programme and proposals in terms of 
managing the nuclear legacy are brought forward.


